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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of distributing tagged programming for obtaining 
information r e lat e d to broadcast programming , the method comprising: 

providing programming to a communications network; and 
Brr communicating adding at l e ast on e a data tag te with the programming el e ctronic 
program guid e (EPG) data , wherein the at l e ast on e data tag comprises contains d e tail 
control information relating to the broadcast programming , th e data tag consisting of one 
or mor e of th e following e l e m e nts: (1) a command, (2) at l e ast on e param e t e r, (3) 
command URL ( 4 ) m e nu option nam e s, (5) m e nu option actions, (6) m e nu option 
param e t e rs, and (7) a start offs e t and duration; 

br transmitting th e EPG data and th e at l e ast on e data tag to a vi e w e r; 
6r r e c e iving th e transmitt e d EPG data and th e at least on e data tag by th e vi e w e r; 
dr using th e at l e ast on e data tag to obtain r e lat e d programming information from the 
int e rn e t . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the data tag is added to electronic 
program guide data in which th e using th e at l e ast on e data tag furth e r compris e s using 
th e at l e ast on e data tag to obtain suppl e m e ntal e l e ctronic program guid e data from th e 
int e rn e t for curr e nt or futur e programming e v e nts . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the data tag comprises a command 
in which th e using th e at l e ast on e data tag furth e r compris e s using th e at l e ast on e data 
tag to obtain real-time data from the internet that is synchronized to the program ming . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the data tag comprises a uniform 
resource locator in which th e using th e at l e ast on e data tag furth e r compris e s using th e at 
l e ast one data tag to link to a at l e ast on e website that contains related information to the 
program ming . 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the data tag obtains supplemental 
electronic program guide data from the internet for the programming furth e r comprising 
displaying the r e lat e d program information . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I $, wherein the data tag is a command to 
retrieve data from memory of an external device r e lat e d data is display e d on a computer . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the data tag is a command to 
retrieve data via the internet r e lat e d data is display e d simultan e ously with the program on 
a consum e r e l e ctronic d e vic e. 

- 8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 #, wherein the data tag is a command for 
environmental control of audio equipment furth e r comprising purchasing th e program 
using th e int e rn e t . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the data tag configures a consumer 
electronics device furth e r comprising storing th e r e lat e d information in a storag e d e vic e 
for lat e r r e trieval 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A method of distributing tagged programming, comprising: 

communicating electronic program guide data via a communications network; and 
communicating a data tag that has been added to the electronic program guide 
data, the data tag comprising a command and a parameter 

A m e thod for using e l e ctronic program guid e (EPG) data for programming and 
monitoring broadcast e vents, th e m e thod comprising: 

ar r e c e iving EPG data on a consum e r e l e ctronic d e vic e , wh e r e in th e data compris e s 
(1) cont e nt data, (2) control data, or (3) both cont e nt and control data; 
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br int e rfacing th e consumer e l e ctronic d e vice with a p e rsonal digital assistant (PDA); 
6r communicating betw e en th e PDA and CE . 

11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein communicating the data tag 
comprises communicating a start offset and a duration to activate the data tag in which 
int e rfacing furth e r compris e s using a s e rial cable int e rfac e to conn e ct th e CE and the 
PDA. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein communicating the data tag 
comprises sending control information to a consumer electronics device in which 
int e rfacing furth e r compris e s using an inf e rr e d blast e r int e rfac e to conn e ct the CE and 
PDA. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein communicating the data tag 
comprises sending control information to configure audio equipment in which int e rfacing 
furth e r compris e s using an e xpansion bus interfac e to conn e ct th e CE and PDA . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein communicating the data tag 
comprises sending control information to configure lighting in which th e communicating 
compris e s using th e PDA to program th e CE to automatically r e cord a programming 

vrvilli 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein communicating the data tag 
comprises sending a uniform resource locator furth e r comprising downloading at l e ast 
on e portion of th e EPG data to th e PDA, wh e r e in th e download e d information is us e d by 
th e PDA to monitor a sch e dul e of programming e v e nts . 

16. (Currently Amended) A method of receiving tagged programming for controlling and 
managing th e pr e s e ntation of programs the m e thod , comprising: 
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receiving electronic program guide data; and 

processing a data tag that has been added to the electronic program guide data, the 
data tag comprising a command and a parameter 

a: — adding at l e ast on e data tag to e l e ctronic program guid e (EPG) data, wh e r e in the at 
l e ast on e data tag contains d e tail control information r e lating to broadcast 
programming, th e data tag consisting of on e or mor e of th e following e l e m e nts: (1) a 
command, (2) at l e ast on e param e t e r, and (3) a start offs e t and duration; 

b. transmitting th e EPG data and th e at l e ast on e data tag to a vi e w e r; 

e-. — r e c e iving th e EPG data and th e at l e ast on e data tag; 

d. pr e s e nting a program associat e d with th e at l e ast on e data tag at th e vi e wer's location; 

— using th e at l e ast on e data tag to control th e pr e s e ntation of a program; and 
£ — modifying th e pr e s e ntation of th e program in r e al tim e using th e at l e ast on e data tag . 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein processing the data tag comprises 
processing a start offset and a duration that activates the data tag using th e at l e ast one 
data tag furth e r compris e s using an inf e rr e d blast e r int e rfac e to transmit th e at l e ast on e 
data tag betw ee n a first and a second consum e r e l e ctronic d e vic e. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, further comprising communicating the 
data tag to an external device wh e r e in using th e at l e ast one tag data furth e r compris e s 
using a s e rial int e rfac e to transmit th e at l e ast on e data tag b e tw ee n a first and a s e cond 
consum e r e l e ctronic d e vic e. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein processing the data tag comprises 
retrieving data from the internet using th e at least on e tag data furth e r comprises using an 
e xpansion bus int e rfac e to transmit th e at l e ast on e data tag betw ee n a first and a s e cond 
consum e r el e ctronic d e vic e. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein processing the data tag comprises 
retrieving data from memory in which modifying the presentation further comprises 
modifying the volume of the program based upon the at least one data tag. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 6, further comprising in which modifying th e 
pr e s e ntation further compris e s modifying a the program pres e ntation during a commercial 
comm e rcials . 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 24-, wherein processing the data tag in 
which modifying th e program pr e s e ntation during comm e rcials comprises processing an 
instruction to mute muting the a volume. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 24-, wherein processing the data tag in 
which modifying th e program pr e s e ntation during comm e rcials comprises processing an 
instruction for automatically displaying alternate programming during a the commercial. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein processing the data tag comprises 
processing an instruction to configure audio equipment furth e r comprising modifying th e 
vi e wing e nvironm e nt . 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 24, wherein processing the data tag 
comprises processing an instruction to configure lighting in which modifying th e vi e wing 
e nvironm e nt furth e r compris e s modifying th e room lighting bas e d upon th e at l e ast on e 
data tag . 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 24, wherein processing the data tag 
comprises processing an instruction to configure in which modifying th e vi e wing 
e nvironm e nt furth e r comprises controlling a motion simulator using th e at l e ast on e data 
tag associated with the program being display e d . 
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27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 24, wherein processing the data tag 
comprises processing an instruction to configure an which modifying th e viewing 
e nvironm e nt furth e r compris e s op e rating a aroma generator to generate aromas that 
corr e spond the content of th e program using th e at l e ast on e data tag . 

28. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the data tag mutes commercial programming. 

29. (New) The method of claim, wherein the data tag censors at least a portion of the 
programming. 

30. (New) A computer program for distributing tagged programming, the computer program 
comprising instructions for performing the steps: 

providing programming to a communications network; and 
communicating a data tag with the programming, the data tag comprising control 
information relating to the programming. 

31. (New) A computer program according to claim 30, wherein communicating the data tag 
comprises communicating the data tag added to electronic program guide data. 

32. (New) A computer program according to claim 30, wherein communicating the data tag 
comprises communicating the data tag added to electronic program guide data, the data 
tag comprising a command and a parameter. 

33. (New) A computer program according to claim 30, wherein communicating the data tag 
comprises communicating the data tag added to electronic program guide data, the data 
tag comprising a command, a parameter, and a start offset and a duration that activates 
the data tag. 
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